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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

FAQ's: Prop 12 FAQs for California Fair and Exhibitions Stakeholders 

What is Prop 12? 
Ÿ Ballot initiative passed in 2018 which set minimum confinement standards for specific

farm animals raised in California and products from those animals sold in California. 

   The law made it illegal to raise these farm animals in enclosures that do not meet 
these minimum space requirements. 

   The law made it illegal to sell products from these farm animals in California that 
were not raised according to the minimum space requirements, regardless of if 
the animal was raised in California or out-of-state (https://bit.ly/3kPu5Cx). 

Which farm animals are included under Prop 12? 
Ÿ Egg-laying hen means any female domesticated chicken, turkey, duck, goose, or 

guineafowl kept for the purpose of egg production. 
Ÿ Breeding pig means any female pig of the porcine species kept for the purpose of 

commercial breeding who is six months or older or pregnant. 
Ÿ Veal calf means any calf of the bovine species kept for the purpose of producing the 

food product described as veal. 

Which products from these animals are included under Prop 12? 
Ÿ Shell eggs or liquid eggs means a whole egg of an egg-laying hen in its shell form or

means eggs of an egg-laying hen broken from the shells. 
Ÿ Whole pork meat means any uncooked cut of pork, including bacon, ham, chop, ribs, 

riblet, loin, shank, leg, roast, brisket, steak, sirloin, or cutlet, that is comprised entirely
of pork meat of a breeding pig, or immediate offspring of a breeding pig. 

Ÿ Whole veal meat means any uncooked cut of veal, including chop, ribs, riblet, loin, 
shank, leg, roast, brisket, steak, sirloin, or cutlet, that is comprised entirely of veal 
meat of a calf raised for veal. 

What are the minimum confinement standards for these farm animals? 
Ÿ All of these farm animals must be confined in a housing system in a manner that

allows the animal to lie down, stand up, fully extend limbs, and turn around freely.  In 
addition: 

Ÿ Egg-laying hen: minimum of the amount of usable floorspace per hen required by the 
2017 edition of the United Egg Producers' Animal Husbandry Guidelines for U.S. 
Egg-Laying Flocks: Guidelines for Cage-Free Housing or in an enclosure other than 
a cage-free housing system (https://bit.ly/3FuApr2) 

Ÿ Breeding pig: minimum of 24 square feet of usable floorspace per breeding pig. 

  Breeding and gestation crates are not allowed 

  Farrowing crates are allowed 
Ÿ Veal calf: minimum of 43 square feet of usable floorspace per calf. 
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What are the exceptions to Prop 12 related to California fairs and exhibitions? 
Ÿ Prop 12 minimum confinement standards are not required during state or county fair

exhibitions.  For example, if a breeding pig is shown at a fair, she does not need to 
be housed with a minimum of 24 square feet while on the fairgrounds. 

Ÿ Prop 12 minimum confinement standards are not required during transportation. 
Ÿ Prop 12 minimum confinement standards are not required for a breeding pig during

the five-day period prior to the breeding pig's expected farrowing date and while the 
breeding pig is nursing piglets. 

How do the deadlines of Prop 12 relate to the 2022 fair season? 
Ÿ For egg-laying hens the minimum cage-free requirement goes into effect after 

December 31, 2021.  If a fair participant is raising egg-laying hens, then the hens 
must be housed according to Prop 12 after December 31, 2021 if the hens are
residing in California and if shell eggs or liquid eggs from those hens are sold in 
California. 

Ÿ For veal calves the minimum floorspace requirement of 43 square feet went into
effect January 1, 2020.  If a fair participant is raising a calf for the purposes of 
producing whole veal meat sold in California, then the calf must be raised according 
to Prop 12. 

Ÿ For breeding pigs the minimum floorspace requirement of 24 square feet goes into
effect after December 31, 2021.  If a fair participant is raising a breeding pig in 
California, then the breeding pig must be raised according to Prop 12 after December 
31, 2021.  If a fair participant is raising the immediate offspring of a breeding pig for
the purposes of producing whole pork meat sold in California, then the breeding pig 
dam of this market pig must be raised according to Prop 12 if the market hog is born 
after December 31, 2021, regardless of the hog’s place of birth.  

What do I need to do to ensure I am complaint with the law for 2022 fair season? 
Ÿ Ensure your animals in California are confined according to Prop 12 requirements. 
Ÿ If products from your fair animals will be sold in California (shell eggs, liquid eggs,

whole veal meat and whole pork meat) in 2022, buyers of these products 
(processors, retailers) will likely require a letter documenting compliance with the law. 

Ÿ If showing market hogs, the breeder of the market hogs must confine breeding pigs 
according to Prop 12. In addition, ask for a letter documenting this compliance with
the law to ensure whole pork meat from the show pig will have access to the resale 
market in California. 
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What is the difference between custom livestock slaughter (not for sale) and FSIS
inspected livestock slaughter (for resale)? 
Ÿ Under custom livestock slaughter, the meat from veal calves and hogs is used by the 

animal's owner, members of the owner's household, nonpaying guests and 
employees. The whole veal meat and whole pork meat cannot be sold and is labeled 
“not for sale”. There is no sale of whole pork meat or whole veal meat under Prop
12. 

Ÿ Under FSIS inspected livestock slaughter, the meat from veal calves and hogs is 
processed for resale. The sale of this whole veal meat and whole pork meat will fall
under Prop 12 and the veal calves and breeding pigs (producing the market hogs) 
will need to be raised according to Prop 12. 

What should I do as a fair CEO or Junior Livestock Auction Committee that 
manages livestock auction? 
Ÿ Reach out to your processor to find out what requirements they need for hogs and 

veal calves processed for resale.  For example, a processor may request
documentation of hog date of birth and for hogs born after December 31, 2021 a 
letter documenting compliance with Prop 12 for the breeding pig dam of that market 
hog. A letter of Prop 12 compliance will need to follow the live animal after the animal 
is sold at a fair or exhibition. 

To learn more and to sign up for Prop 12 updates, scan or click the below QR code, or 
visit https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Prop12.html 

You can follow us on social media by scanning the below QR codes or by clicking on 
each individual QR code with your cursor. Email questions to: AnimalCare@cdfa.ca.gov 
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Commercial sale of all Proposition 12 defined covered 
products must not be from covered animals confined in a 

cruel manner* even when covered products originate
from covered animals raised outside of California 

*Cruel manner is defined as confining
animals in space smaller than described 
above or in a manner that prevents the

animal from lying down, standing up, fully 
extending the animal’s limbs, or turning 

around freely. 

JANUARY 1, 2020 JANUARY 1, 2022 

Egg-laying hens
require a minimum or
144 square inches of
floor space per hen. 

F O O D P R O D U C T S 
I N C LU D E 

Calves raised for veal 
require a minimum of 43

square feet of floor
space per calf. 

F O O D P R O D U C T S 
I N C LU D E 

Egg-laying hens
included require cage-

free housing outlined in
United Egg Producers

2017 Guidelines. 

F O O D P R O D U C T S 
I N C LU D E 

Breeding pigs require a
minimum of 24 square
feet of floor space per

pig. 

F O O D P R O D U C T S 
I N C LU D E 
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